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alt Marsh Suite, directed by Carol
Burch-Brown and Ann Kilkelly, is a
collaborative, inter-media arts installation
and dance performance based in fieldwork,
data collection, and close observation of a
North Carolina coastal estuary. The project
combines art, science, and technology in an
immersive environment, engaging viewers
in the beautiful, almost magical quality of
the tidal marsh and the life within it, while
giving a sense of the vulnerability of the
marsh habitat.
Since 2010, Burch-Brown has been
collecting imagery, sounds, and
environmental data in tidal streams and
mudflats, largely from a kayak or wading on
foot. She uses close range videography and
audio recording above and underwater, and

captures patterns of tidal currents with
sensors in these same locations. Over time,
she and Kilkelly have built a team of
collaborators who have deepened and
contributed significantly to the content of
the project, particularly Tohm Judson in
sound and composition, Joan Grossman in
video editing, and Thomas Tucker in 3D
laser scanning.
These materials are re-investigated and
re-combined in multiple, exploratory ways
both digitally and physically in the studio.
They become elements of the installation
and the basis of the live performance.
Salt Marsh Suite includes five overlapping
“movements:” Water, Mud, Crabs, Birds,
and Grass. Each movement weaves

together light, imagery, data
and an ambient sound
environment composed by
Tohm Judson, hinting at the
way attentive observation and
presence becomes its own
experiential reward.
Salt Marsh Suite is deeply
collaborative. It depends on the
talents and knowledge of
individual artists, researchers,
technologists, and students and
on their ability to work across
disciplinary and artistic
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and the Moss Arts Center at
Virginia Tech played an essential role in
The Salt Marsh Suite team includes:
bringing together the ensemble and
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supporting the development the project.
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Salt Marsh Suite is organized by Virginia Tech’s Institute for Creativity, Arts and
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